Overcrowds

In thus referring to empires and wars we have, how-
ever, outrun our subject, which has so far led us to
consider nations. Empires and races present larger prob-
lems. To weld together into a single polity divers na-
tions has been attempted again and again these two
thousand years and more. The ancient way was to
carry off a conquered population bodily from their home.
The organisation of a national crowd thus treated was
broken up; it tended to disintegrate into its units and
those to recombine with other people in a new home.
Charlemagne's translation of a large body of Saxons
was about the last successful effort of this kind. In
later days the effort has frequently been made to de-
nationalise a conquered nation. Cromwell tried to dena-
tionalise the Irish and failed. Napoleon succeeded in
deprovincialising the French, but denationalisation has
never been successful. Only peoples and governments
lacking in true political gift have even made the attempt
in modern times. Germans and Russians have essayed
to Germanise or Russify the Poles. The Finns have been
similarly attacked. These and like efforts have quite
failed.

Meanwhile the United States demonstrated the modern
possibilities of federation. By the extraordinary ability
and skill of statesmen trained in the Revolutionary War,
the thirteen revolted colonies were at length welded vol-
untarily together into a federation, whereby they were
enabled to preserve their individuality and yet to form
what proved to be the nucleus of a strong imperial state.
That lesson was not lost upon Great Britain, which slowly
learnt by repeated experiment that the way to attach sec-
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